The Coming Civilization
in fact, certain features in the universe which evoi
in me emotional or intellectual response. Not on!
does the vision of a sunset stir me, but there are othc
influences which cause me to desire fuller knowledg<
to undertake scientific research, or to strive towarc
the good life (as I choose to call it). But that
precisely the theist claim, namely, that there
something in the universe outside man to which h
responds because he corresponds. Indeed, the moi
man's consciousness of good and beauty and trut
is stressed as a subjective process, the more is th
theory vindicated that the human sense of realit
reflects the pattern of the objective universe.
The Evidence of Religious Experience
Many people have never encountered what
called 'religious experience'. But though we may ha\
a very vague idea as to what mysticism means, \\
shall not associate it merely with that cold shive
down the spine which maiden ladies feel when the
sing a favourite hymn. Some mystics have been me
of outstanding intelligence. And though it is quil
possible to dismiss their evidence as being due simp]
to imagination, it is remarkable that, in spite <
their differences in nationality, character, historic!
environment and religious creed, they all con-
back with the same story. They tell us, in fact, thj
they have reached a level of consciouness in whic
they are caught up into the spirit of the universe
they catch a glimpse of God. Naturally, they firj
148